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John 8







Set Free in Jesus
Gospel of John > Amazing, Life-Transforming, Invitations from Jesus Christ

Freely Welcomes ALL PEOPLE to COME, EAT, DRINK & He’s BUYIN’!!

And ch 8 GRACIOUS INVITATION of Jesus FURTHER EXPANDED…

v. 12 Again… Points us BACK to Feast of Tabernacles – Setting of Chapter 7

Temple in Jerusalem filled with WORSHIPPERS from all Jewish World 

TEMPLE Area Illumined by Large CANDLESTICKS // God’s PILLAR of FIRE
Historians > Every Quarter of Jerusalem was ILLUMINED by these Lights
FULFILLMENT: And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the LORD, neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem…

  Zechariah 14.7,8
END of Feast – Lights Extinguished – Worshippers Walk HOME in Darkness
Final Day Jesus gives BOLD Declaration…

v. 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
NO Need to Walk HOME Alone in Darkness – He is EMMANUEL God with Us 
He is SUN of Righteousness – In HIS Light we See Light
I AM who SHONE on Moses in BURNING Bush – Shines before them NOW! 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  


John 1.4,5

Jesus did EVERYTHING to make that FEAST an AWESOME PARTY! 

But Jesus was SURROUNDED by lots of Big Time PARTY POOPERS! 

v. 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.”
v. 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” / WHO’S YO Daddy?
v. 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?”
v. 41 They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality.
We read that MARY & JOSEPH Story – Virgin Birth?! – Yeah, Right!!

THEN they HURL their MOST STINGING INSULT…SAMARITAN!! 

v. 48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?”
Like US Presidential Candidates – LOSING Arguments Switch to Name-Calling 

Listen Carefully to So-Called ‘Intelligent Atheists’ Employ Same Tactic Today

Then, Losing Arguments, Done NAME CALLING…FINAL END Jesus Party…

v. 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
Thru MISSLE Attack Jesus has IRON DOME of Grace & Righteousness Fixed His LOGIC is UNASSAILBLE and His LOVE is UNBREAKABLE

Law of MOSES: 2 or 3 Witnesses NEEDED to Clearly Establish a TRUTH 

REASON > Lots of LIARS Out There – Try to Sort out what is REAL, RIGHT
…another Jewish legal principle…those who for their personalities, professions, or questionable activities were discounted as witnesses…thieves, shepherds (their sheep graze on other people’s property), violent persons…tax collectors, and customs officials.







James Boice 

vs. 13-18 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.”
2 / 3 Witnesses – Given because Men are Liars / JUDGE according to FLESH

Jesus NOT a Man or a Liar > GOD the SINLESS SON – Sent by the FATHER

CREATOR TOO Big to Fit in their Courtroom / God too HOLY for the DOCK

ONLY God can PROVE GOD – No HIGHER Authority for Him to Appeal TO

An AUTHORITY HIGHER than God must BE GOD!

AMIDST this HOT CONFLICT – Jesus DARES His Enemies…
v. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?
Jesus is COOL as CUCOMBER amidst HEAT of their ARGUMENTS 

1st Year of College – Ministry Team: Bible Studies on High School Campuses

Standing in Crowded Yard during Lunch at my old H.S. sharing GOSPEL 

Crowd of MORMON Students gathered Round started Throwing Challenges
Only Xtian 2 Yrs: Not Know Much but POSITIVE MORMONS WRONG!
20 Mormons began Chant: “We believe in Jesus Christ”…Latter Day Saints! 

LOST my COOL and Shouted: “NONE of you are Real Christians”

Crowd SUDDENLY Quiet – Eyes Piercing on BIG CRAZY BIBLE GUY! 

I had the MESSAGE of Jesus but I did NOT Display the MANNER of Jesus

Jesus NOT Asking – Who of you THINKS I am Guilty?? – They ALL Did!  
IMPOSTER – BLASPHEMER – SO BAD they WANTED to KILL Him! 

Question – Who can PROVE Jesus Guilty? Who can CONVICT Him of Error? 

He can make the SAME DARE at the Very END of His LIFE & MINISTRY: 

Jesus answered him (the high priest), “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 

John 18.23

Vs. 1-11 - Woman with Big Troubles > Leaders in DENIAL > Rabbi in a TRAP 

Disclaimer: Text is most likely not from John. / Preaching on Non-Bible? 
[The earliest and most reliable manuscripts and other ancient witnesses do not have John 7:53-8:11.]
 




New International Version
[The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:53–8:11.] English Standard Version
This narrative was originally not part of John’s Gospel, the evidence is against it, and modern English versions are right to rule it off from the rest of the text…On the other hand, there is little reason for doubting that the event here described occurred, even if in its written form it did not in the beginning belong in the canonical books. 







D.A. Carson

Defense: This is very likely an Event from the life of Jesus.

It is still necessary to account for the presence of this passage. Even those who exclude it from the body of John on textual grounds admit that its tenor is wholly keeping with the character and ministry of Jesus.


Merrill C. Tenney

We believe that what is recorded here really took place, and contains nothing that is in conflict with the apostolic spirit. Hence, instead of removing this section from the Bible it should be retained and used for our benefit. Ministers should not be afraid to base sermons upon it!



William Hendriksen
IF Inspired Text > Where does it Fit in Bible > John? Luke? Synoptics? 

SCHOLARS AGREE > Sounds Like Jesus > UNIQUE Wisdom, Love, Truth 
Event MIGHT have been in Last Week of Jesus Life – FITS w/ Truths of Ch. 8
NT almost 2000 yrs old: As Xtians we must be INTELLECTUALLY HONEST 

We do NOT have ORIGINAL INERRANT NT MSS. – Have Copies of Copies  
Minor Inaccuracies FRIGHTEN Us and Do Contain SOME, FEW Problems: REJOICE! Very FEW PROBLEMS – Remarkably Accurate, Trustworthy Bible 
Harmony, Accuracy, Consistency, Unity: ONLY Come from DIVINE AUTHOR 

GOD PROCLAIMED WORDS > God PROTECTED Words > Reliable BIBLE 

Story Fits here in John as WELL as ANY OTHER Place in Gospel Narratives 
1. Ambushed by His Enemies

v. 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him > SAME REALITY was True EVERY DAY of JESUS MINISTRY!  
BIG FISH the Leaders trying to CATCH > JESUS > Woman just a PAWN 

Their INTENTIONS had been CLEAR for Some Time – ONE Year Earlier 
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him…
John 5.18

a. Liberty from their Masters Speaking of KILLING, did you SAY ROMANS?
Israel was Not Free, Sovereign Republic: COLONY CONTROLLED by Romans
They were BLIND to their PHYSICAL CAPTIVITY…

v. 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
Rome Gave some Freedoms to Jews, Difficult to Control:NEEDED their SPACE 

1 Right Rome did NOT CONCEEDED was EXECUTION > Capital Punishment

Jesus DIED on a ROMAN CROSS > ‘Crucified under Pontius Pilate’

LEADERS Hands were WRAPPED AROUND Woman’s THROAT 

v. 5 Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?

If Jesus ADVOCATED EXECUTION > Deemed INSURRECTION agnst Rome
Such DISRESPECT for ROMAN RULE > Would get JESUS KILLED

That was the REAL DEATH they Wanted: JESUS

If Woman is NEEDLESSLY KILLED to Get Jesus > Collateral Damage of War
Had not Jesus said ‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s’?  What does He say NOW? 
Even WORSE Problem – BLIND to their SPIRITUAL CAPTIVITY…

v. 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
vs. 42-44 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies”
PHYSICALLY their DADDY was FATHER ABRAHAM – Ethnic JEWS
But – Paul Says – NOT All of Israel is TRULY ISRAEL of FAITH
Spiritually they had BAD DAD – Worst of all Dads – SATAN Himself

Only 2 References to Satan in John – Book about Victorious King Named Jesus

But Devil acknowledged as REAL, POWERFUL and DANGEROUS

Just as they were BLIND to Roman Captors / Blind to SLAVERY to SATAN 

CHOSE CAPTIVITY: “your WILL is to DO father’s Desires” / RESPONSIBLE
Satan’s LIES Birthed MURDER from EDEN/ Same Evil Twins Appear Here too

If you ever find yourself peeping through someone else’s keyhole either figuratively or literally in order to accuse him or her, rather than spending the night praying, as Jesus did, then you can be certain that you are being acted upon by the devil rather than by the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ, who for his part always acted in love toward the sinner. 

 
James Boice 
SECOND CORNER of TRIANGULAR TRAP…..

b. Life of the Woman > Not Important to Leaders / IMPORTANT to CROWDS

DRAMA Jewish Leaders Created > Intentionally Played OUT for the CROWDS

CROWDS would have been HUGE // RED Leaves Lookers FRAGRANT Hills 
Common for Jewish Scribe to gather/teach Students in Outer Court of Temple 

v. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 

DURING the Teaching > VERY STARTLING, DISRESPECTFUL Interruption 

v. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group

HIGH DRAMA > SEX, INTRIGUE, SUSPENSE > What would Jesus Do? 

Many of Jesus’ LISTENERS Saw SELVES > Shame, No Rights, Guilty, Victims

       Here is ONE OF THEM > CAUGHT in the VERY ACT of their SIN 

ADULTERY Not CRIME FOR ONE > Man GOT AWAY > USUALLY DOES! 

Crowd = SHEEP, Harassed, Helpless, Seeking a Shepherd NOT SLAUGHTER

Had Jesus Not promised Life, Light, & Hope?  Invited Weary to Come & Rest? 
Is Jesus LIKE EVERY OTHER Leader? > EMPTY Promises, False Hope

FINAL PIECE of this Conundrum….. 

c. Law of Moses > Had not Jesus claimed to Uphold and Fulfill the Law? 

v. 2 ‘teachers of the law and the Pharisees’ Phrase used often in Synopt, not John 

v. 5  Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?

TEACHER who DOES NOT FOLLOW Clear LAW > FALSE TEACHER??
If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both the man who slept with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from Israel… you shall take both of them to the gate of that town and stone them to death. Deuteronomy 22.22-24

If a man commits adultery with another man's wife--with the wife of his neighbor--both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. Leviticus 20.10
Jesus WALKING thru FIELD of LAND MINES > DANGER Abounds 

If Jesus REALLY Follows Law > He’ll be JUST LIKE THEM > Cold Legalist

He will LOOSE HIS CROWDS and INCITE THE ROMANS Against Him

If Jesus Does NOT FOLLOW LAW > He’ll be Dead Teacher
2. Set Free by the Truth

a. Law is Satisfied > Drama entitled ‘GATHERING OF THE GUILTY’ 
v. 6 Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 

ONLY TIME in Bible Jesus WROTE > Debating 2000 yrs. ‘What did He write?’

Writing on Ground > Message for Accusers? For Woman? Sins? Name of Man?

It was TEMPLE Courtyard – Not White, Wet, Writeable SANDS of  Waikiki!

Doodling for Dramatic Effect? Highly Doubt they Could REALLY READ It
Jesus was so thoroughly shocked by the brazen hardness of his enemies that for a long time he remained silent, simply scribbling figures in the sand. This was a silence that spoke louder than words…it is a symbol of horror…a setting of majesty and awe.






William Hendriksen
When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 









Revelation 8.1 

Maybe Importance NOT MESSAGE but THE MEDIUM: Sand = Broken Rock

Finger of God wrote Law on Tablet of Stone > Now Finger of God Exposes Guilt

Not ONE LAW UNBROKEN > No One Righteous > Woman & ACCUSERS

God’s Truth SMASHED to Bits > DECALOGE turned into DUST

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the LORD, the spring of living water. 




Jeremiah 17.13
Jesus NOT AFRAID to Pronounce Judgment on GUILTY SINNERS…

v. 21,24  “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come… I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.”
FRIGHTFUL Word of Warning – WAGES of Sin is DEATH

Some BREATHED Relief > NOT in OLD Covenant > Follow JESUS of N.T. 

No Worries of ROCKS Flying at RAYCOM Today > SAFE Now in MY SIN! 

WARN as Gospel Minister: SEXUALLY Immoral – Opposite, Same, Computer

FINAL Day WISH it were ONLY ROCKS > WRATH of God Far WORSE 

Rock Throwers get TIRED, LEAVE // Wrath of God – Never Tire, Eternal 

How can God justify sinners and yet maintain his own integrity? Upon the answer to that question hangs the fate, not just of this woman, but of every human being. 






Mark Johnston
v. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am”
Amazing Claim – When it is TOO LATE you’ll Understand you Crucified God!

John: ‘Lifted Up’ Cross? Resurrec? Ascension? Enthroned? Return Glory? Yes! 

All of that and MORE – LIFTED UP – Full Revelation of Glory of Lord Jesus

God does NOT LOWER His Standards > SATISFIES Standard Himself
Wrath is Spent on His Son, Bore LAW-BREAKERS PUNISHMENT Himself
Woman Caught in Sin – Forgiven / Listeners in John 8 – FAILED to be Forgiven 

When He was Lifted Up They SAW they were WRONG ABOUT Him: Too Late

Reject Jesus – No Other Savior – Bear Wrath against Your Own Sin 
b. Life is Saved

v. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her."

Jesus NOT LOWERING God’s STANDARD or Compromising God’s Holiness

HE DIED to FULFILL and UPHOLD God’s Standard

SEXUAL SIN is Serious and Sinful, Not Just the ACT, but ALSO INTENTION

LUSTFUL LOOKS are Breeding Ground for ADULTEROUS ACTS

v. 7 NOT >  OK, Nobody’s Perfect, Let’s All Go Home Boys, Don’t get Caught 

Neither is Jesus > REVOKING the DEATH PENALTY > He will Experience It 

Meaning: Justice must be implemented Justly, Not by Perfect People, Impartial
WITNESS of CRIME Must be 1st to Throw > Must Not BE PARTICIPANTS

NOT MEAN > You must BE SINLESS to Enforce God’s Law > ALL LUST!

You MUST NOT have ANY PONY in RACE > Open Minded Jury, Fair Hearing
On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness. The hands of the witnesses must be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. You must purge the evil from among you. 
          Deuteronomy 17.6-7

Do you REALLY have 2 or 3 Witnesses to SEX ACT? How’d THAT Happen?

Peeping Toms? Perverts? PLANNED as a TRAP?

Some Commentators > MAN did NOT RUN AWAY > there with Rock in Hand!

Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him.       Leviticus 24.14

vs. 8,9 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first

CONVICTION became CONTAGIOUS: None them QUALIFIED to Indict Her
Their Concern for Justice > SCAM > Was Demonstration of HYPOCRISY
Those who had come to shame Jesus now leave in shame. 
D.A. Carson

ICY Ring of HATRED Around the Woman has MELTED AWAY

They were OUT-GENERALED, Their TRAP was SPRUNG by His WISDOM 
They brought a CAPTIVE, He saw a FREE WOMAN

They brought BAIT for their TRAP, He saw CANDIDATE for REDEMPTION

They brought Woman with BLACK PAST, He saw HER BRIGHT FUTURE

They wanted to STONE HER, He wanted to SAVE HER

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 






John 3.17

c. Liberty in the Spirit > Jewish Leaders > BLIND to their OWN SLAVERY 

vs. 30-36 As he was saying these things, many believed in him. So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."



LOOK Carefully – These who HEARD Jesus BELIEVED, CONVINCED
WELCOMED by Jesus – Instructed > HEAR and FOLLOW My WORD
Read Chapter 8 > Increasingly NOT Like Jesus WORDS or Even HIM!

ANNOYED – then ANGRY – then ATTACKING

Throw QUESTIONS – then INSULTS – then ROCKS at Man they Believe!
What a CONTRAST with this WOMAN – ADULTRESS / Outcast JEW

NOT Attending Jesus’ Bible Study in Temple / In BED with Sweaty, Rich, PIG

YANKED Out of ECONOMIC Trap / DRAGGED into RELIGIOUS Trap 

HEARD about Jesus – SMALL City – MANY Talking about HIM 
Not Devout – No DOCTRINAL Clarity – Not DISCIPLE or Disciple MAKER

Clearly GUILTY Woman Hears Word of GRACE and FORGIVENESS

v. 9-11  …only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. 
Jesus who will JUDGE Living and Dead / Decrees her PARDON
Thursday Night – New Friends “How Long BEEN Pastor?” Since 1980
Nearly FELL Off Chair – Because I LOOK So Young? Before their Birth! 

Many Years of Study and Service – Like Guys in John 8 – Am I Abiding? Free? 

v. 36 Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." / Is that ME? YOU? 



During AMERICAN Civil War – Young UNION Soldier All-Night Guard Duty
Buddy on Duty NEXT Night: UNABLE – Friend took his Turn – 2nd All-Nighter

Wee Hours of 2nd Night FELL ASLEEP –Caught– Penalty SHOT for TREASON

PARENTS Crushed –SON a TEENAGER– Little Sister WEPT for Only Brother  

Sister read Bio - Pres. Abraham Lincoln – Impressed how he LOVED his Kids

She HOPED Pres. Lincoln would PITY her BIG BROTHER

Washington > White House > Another Era > Got in…Right into OVAL Office

Lincoln LISTENED - DID have PITY – Signed Presidential PARDON   
If SINFUL Man can be MOVED to COMPASSION > All-Seeing God 
Woman Stood before AUDIENCE of ONE > MAN who TRULY LOVED HER 

Jesus LOVED HER ENOUGH TO LIFT HER CONDEMNATION

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
Romans 8.1
Of all People in HUMAN HISTORY Most Qualified to SAY ‘you are Forgiven’ 
There is no greater wonder than this. The turning of water into wine, the healing of the dying lad by a word, the feeding of five thousand and more with a sack lunch, the walking on a storm-tossed sea; none of these, nor all of them together, compares with this, that Jesus said neither do I condemn you.

Bruce Milne

Jesus LOVED HER ENOUGH TO CHALLENGE HER TO HOLINESS 

v. 11 "Go now and leave your life of sin." > Absolution leads to New Resolution 
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace. 



Romans 8.5,6
Proper Response to Pardon for our Past > Purity for our Future
v. 12 Jesus: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

Do you FEAR Him enough to Sincerely FOLLOW?  Then Set Free in Jesus!
* * * * * 

John 8:2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 11 "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." 12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  










John 8.2-12 
1. Why is Jesus more scathing about hypocrisy than any other sin? 

2. How should Jesus’ treatment of the woman shape our dealings with people?

3. Follow Jesus or walk in darkness, slavery or sonship. Are these either / or? Any middle ground? Where are you? 
4. Who, or what, can God appeal to to prove that He is God? 
